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ABSTRACT:  The study sought to find out factors that affect students’ academic performance in accounting in 

public secondary schools in Anambra State. Two research questions guided the study and two null hypotheses 

were formulated and tested at 0.05 level of significance.  Population of the study comprised 5,389 accounting 

students. Simple random sampling was used to select 845 accounting students as sample for the study. The 

instrument for data collection was a structured questionnaire validated by three experts with a reliability 

coefficient of 0.81. Data collected were analyzed using mean for the research questions and z-test for testing the 

null hypotheses. Findings revealed that institutional and socio-economic factors affect students’ academic 

performance. Also there was no significant difference in the mean ratings of male and female accounting 

students on the perceived institutional and parental socio-economic factors that affect their academic 

performance in accounting. Based on the results of the findings, it was concluded that institutional factors and 

parental socio-economic factors (especially educational level and occupational status of parents) are among the 

factors influencing students’ academic performance in accounting. Consequently, it was recommended among 

others that school administrators should provide enough time for the teaching and learning of accounting. Also 

parents/guardians should always encourage their wards by equipping them with the necessary materials needed 

to study accounting.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 

There is underlying complexity of the factors affecting the performance of students in education 

attainment and this is what has prompted the current study. Despite the complexity of factors influencing 

students’ achievement, a number of studies are pointing to the evidence that institutional factors are associated 

with academic performance though mainly in other subjects rather than accounting. Accounting is one of the 

subjects needed by every individual irrespective of the person’s profession. For any business to thrive, the 

knowledge of accounting is necessary. Accounting is concerned with the acquisition of knowledge for 

recording, analyzing, interpreting and summarizing the financial data of an organization or enterprise (Ndinechi 

& Obidile, 2013). Unfortunately students’ performance in the subject has not been encouraging especially at the 

post basic education level (secondary schools). Post basic education level is the level between the basic and 

tertiary level where systematic and organized education is offered. It is believed that at this level of education, 

desired attitude, skill and knowledge could be obtained by the recipients. Information gathered from post 

primary school service commission (PPSSC), Awka showed a decline in the performance rate of students in 

accounting in external examination from 2013 -2015 as 40%, 36% and 32% respectively. Academic 

performance according to Eze, Ezenwafor and Obidile (2016) is the outcome of students’ effort in examinations. 

It was observed from the literature that students’ academic performance is determined by a number of factors. 

 

Literature Review 

A number of studies have been carried out to identify and analyse the numerous factors that affect 

academic performance in various levels of educational attainment. Their findings identified change of school, 

family break up, teacher absence, parent illness and death of a family member, student’s illness, learning 

disability caused by visual or hearing impairment and student’s attitude towards learning as causes of poor 

academic performance (Browny & Sunniya, 2002). Others include shortage of well-trained teachers, inadequacy 

of teaching facilities, lack of funds to purchase necessary equipment, poor quality textbooks, large classes, 

poorly motivated teachers, lack of laboratories and libraries, poorly coordinated supervisory activities, 

interference of the school system by the civil service, incessant transfers of teachers and principals and 

automatic promotion of pupils (Vundla, 2012). Mbugua, Kibet, Muthaa and Nkonke (2012) listed factors as 

under staffing, inadequate teaching/learning materials, lack of motivation and poor attitude by both teachers and 

students as factors influencing academic performance of students.  
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Igwe and Ikatule (2011) attributed poor academic performance of students to deficiency in teaching 

method(s) used by teachers. According to Tshabalala and Ncube (2013) lack of materials, bad teacher behavior, 

poor grounding in the subject area at lower levels, poor teaching methods as well as fear of the subject are 

factors affecting academic performance of students. Enu, Agyman and Nkum (2015) listed the causes of 

academic performance to include inadequate teaching and learning materials, method of instruction, teachers 

and students’ self-motivation. Specifically, in accounting, academic performances of students are influenced by 

related factors such as negative attitude of students towards accounting as a difficult subject, students’ academic 

aptitude, previous and recent academic performances, insufficient effort and poor motivation (Atieh, 2013). 

Also teachers’ qualification and experience affect academic performance of students in accounting (Omotayo, 

2014). According to Okon (2002) poor application of teaching methods, lack of fund, inadequate teaching 

experience, lack of teaching aids, lack of qualified teachers and wrong methods of teaching could influence 

students’ interest in accounting. Igberi (1999) mentioned unavailability of current text-books in accounting as 

one of the causes of poor academic performance of students in accounting. Corroborating, Ezeagba (2014) listed 

inadequate instructional materials and ineffective/poor teaching method as causes of poor students’ academic 

performance in accounting. Ward, Wilson and Ward (1994) attributed causes of students’ poor academic 

performance in accounting to lack of study, inability to apply the material covered, the speed of coverage of the 

material, the method used by the instructor, among others. However most of these studies were conducted in 

different environment rather than the environment of the present study. Hence the need to identify the factors 

influencing students’ academic performance in accounting in secondary schools in Anambra State.   

 

Research Questions 

The following research questions guided the study: 

1. What institutional factors affect students’ academic performance in accounting? 

2. What parental social economic factors affect students’ academic performance in accounting? 

 

Null Hypotheses 
The following null hypotheses were formulated and tested at 0.05 level of significance. 

1. There is no significant difference in the mean ratings of     male and female accounting students on the 

perceived institutional factors that affect their academic performance in accounting.  

2. There is no significant difference in the mean ratings of male and female accounting students on the 

perceived parental social economic factors that affect their academic performance in accounting. 

 

Method 

The study employed a survey research design. Anambra State was the area of the study. The population 

of the study consisted of 845 Senior Secondary (SS) II accounting students (485 males and 360 females). Simple 

random sampling was used to select 845 SS II students as the sample. The instrument for data collection was a 

fourteen-item questionnaire constructed by the researchers after extensive review of literature. The instrument 

was validated by three experts. Reliability of the instrument was determined using cronbach alpha’s method 

which yielded a reliability coefficient of 0.81. The instrument was divided into two sections. Section A sought 

the background information of the respondents and Section B contained 14 items. Data collected were analyzed 

using mean scores to answer the research questions and z-test to test the null hypotheses at 0.05 level of 

significance. 

 

Findings 

Table 1: Respondents’ mean rating on the institutional factors that affect academic performance in 

accounting 
N = 845 

 

S/N 

 

Institutional factors                                       X                Remarks 

1   Inadequate textbook for study      3.58               Agreed 

2   Inadequate number of teachers      3.55            Agreed 

3   Inadequate libraries       3.57               Agreed 

4   Ineffective teaching method         3.50        Agreed 

5   Teachers’ attitude towards accounting      3.52               Agreed 

6   Speedy coverage of the materials     3.76       Agreed 

7   Class size         3.62       Agreed 
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8   Inappropriate entry requirements for 

Accounting class       3.53       Agreed 

9    Inadequate time for teaching 

accounting                                                  3.45       Agreed 

10   Inexperienced teachers to 

handle the subject                            3.42       Agreed 

  

The data shown in Table 1 reveal that the ten items had their mean ranging from 3.42-3.76 which 

shows that the ten items were considered as institutional factors affecting students’ academic performance.  

 

Table 2: Respondents’ mean rating on parental socio-economic factors that affect academic performance 

in accounting 

 

N = 845 

 

S/N      Parental socio-economic factors                    X                Remarks 

 

1   Educational level of parents               3.57              Agreed 

2   Occupational status of parents               3.50              Agreed 

3    Income level of parents  2.40       Disagreed 

4   Parental status in the society  2.30       Disagreed 

 

 

Data in Table 2 reveal that two items had their mean ranging from 3.50-3.57 which shows that the 

items were considered as parental socio-economic factors affecting students’ academic performance. Also, the 

other two items had their mean ranging from 2.30-2.40 which shows that the items were not considered as 

parental socio-economic factors affecting students’ academic performance.   

 

Table 3: The z test result on the effect of gender on respondents’ consideration of institutional factors 

 

Groups               X          SD      N    Df      Std    t-cal    t-crit    Decision 

Error 
 

Males           175.47  31.87  485  843   4.81   -0.55  1.970    Retained 

Females       160.55  29.45  360 

 

Results from Table 3 of the z-test analysis show that the calculated z value of -0.55 is less than the critical z 

value of 1.970 at 0.05 level of significance. This implies that there is no significant difference in the mean 

ratings of male and female students in their consideration of institutional factors. 

 

Table 4: The z test result on the effect of gender on respondents’ consideration of parental socio-economic 

factors 

 

Groups               X          SD        N     Df      Std     t-cal    t-crit    Decision 

Error 
Males           170.45   32.85   485   843   4.85   -0.59   1.970    Retained 

Females        165.58   30.45   360 

 

 

Results from Table 4 of the z-test analysis show that the calculated z value of -0.59 is less than the 

critical z value of 1.970 at 0.05 level of significance. This implies that there is no significant difference in the 

mean ratings of male and female students in their consideration of parental socio-economic factors.  

 

II. DISCUSSION 
Findings of the study which was analyzed and presented in Table 1, show that accounting students 

considered institutional factors such as inadequate texts, Inadequate number of teachers, inadequate libraries, 

ineffective teaching method, teachers’ attitude towards accounting , speedy coverage of the materials, class 

size, Inappropriate entry requirements for accounting class, Inadequate time for teaching for teaching accounting 

and inexperienced teachers to handle the subject as factors affecting academic performance of students in 



Perceived factors influencing academic performance of students in accounting in secondary schools in 

DOI: 10.9790/0837-2202039699                                     www.iosrjournals.org                                         99 | Page 

accounting. This is in line with the findings of Igwe and Ikatule (2011) which revealed that institutional factors 

affect academic performance of students. This implies that institutional factors which affect academic 

performance of students are related. Findings in Table 2 show that there is no significant difference in the mean 

ratings of male and female accounting students’ consideration of institutional factors. This shows that the 

respondents’ consideration of institutional factors as factors affecting their performance was not as a result of 

gender.  Findings of the study which was analyzed and presented in Table 3, show that accounting students 

considered parental socio-economic factors (educational level of parents and occupational status of parents) as 

factors affecting academic performance of students in accounting. This is in line with the findings of Enu, 

Egyman and Nkum (2015) which revealed that parental socio-economic factors affect academic performance of 

students. This finding contradicts the findings of Singh and Singh (2014) which revealed that the socio-

economic status of parents does not affect students’ academic performance.  

   Also, findings in Table 4 show that there is no significant difference in the mean ratings of male and 

female accounting students’ consideration of parental socio-economic factors. This shows that the respondents’ 

consideration of parental socio-economic factors as factors affecting their performance was not as a result of 

gender.   

 

III. CONCLUSION 

From the findings of the study, it is therefore concluded that institutional factors and parental socio-

economic factors (educational level and occupational status of parents) affect students’ academic performance in 

accounting.  

 

IV. RECOMMENDATION 
From the findings of the study. It is therefore recommended that, school administrators should provide 

enough time for the teaching and learning of accounting. School administrators should ensure that adequate 

class size is maintained, to enhance students’ academic performance in accounting. Parents/guardians should 

always encourage their wards by equipping them with the necessary materials needed to study accounting.  
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